MONTAIGNE  THE  MAYOR

the care of men on whom he could rely and,
among  them,   the   mayor.     The  responsibility
weighed upon Montaigne;  he saw to gates and
guards, feared some unforeseen movement which
might suddenly " take him by the throat", and
prayed for the return of the marshal.   It was the
time of the annual review of the armed citizens of
Bordeaux.   Some of the authorities hesitated and
spoke of the serious risks, under the present cir-
cumstances,  of such a gathering.    Montaigne,
who always walked with head erect, urged that
prudence lay In boldness;   the officials,  whose
danger was greatest, should, he declared, assume
a confident bearing, and should beg the captains
to order that the salvoes should be " belles et
gaillardes" in honour of those who were present,
and that the powder should not be spared.   Mon-
taigne?s counsel was justified by the event, yet
still there was much cause for anxiety.   On May
27 he writes to Matignon:   " The neighbour-
hood of M. de Vaillac fills us with alarms, and
there Is no day that does not bring fifty and of
an urgent nature.   We most humbly beg you to
come to us as soon as ever your affairs will
permit you.   I have passed every night either in
the city under arms or without the city on the
port;   and before receiving your information, I
had already watched throughout the night, upon
intelligence of a boat laden with armed men,reet.
